
    

SABE has been busy since our last 

Newsletter. Here are the highlights: 

The 2008 conference in Indy was a great 
success!  Now we are currently working 
with People First of  Missouri and  
University of  Missouri, to plan the 2010 
conference in Kansas City.  The 
conference will be held in KC the 16thñ
19th, 2010. 

I attended the Opening of  the Special 
Olympics in Boise, Idaho with Vice 
President Biden. We have been working 
with the Senate Health Committee, Finance Committee and the House 
Committee on Health Care Reform. Our efforts are focused on the 
Community Choice Act and the Class Act. I also have attended 
meetings with White House staff  on issues from employment to health 
care.   

We have received a grant to work with Easter Seals on a project to 
educate families about how to better support their children with to be 
strong self  advocates. We continue our work with Project Vote, most 
recently trainings in Utah and New York. We are also working on 
public service announcements and infomercials on voting. Project 
Vote was renewed for next year. We partner with Portland State 
University on this project.  We continue our work with the University 
of  Missouri, Kansas City on a grant to increase the ways people with 
disabilities are more self-determined to live the lives they want for 
themselves.   

In summary, we have been really busy and we must all continue our 
efforts because states are cutting back funding and support for self   

advocacy from Vermont to Alabama. So be vigilant and don't give up, 
as we continue to fight for our rights.  

The President Speaks               By, Chester Finn 
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organization. Self advocates are people 

with disabilities who speak up for 

themselves. 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

Chester Finn, President- New York-

Region 8 

Tia Nelis, Vice-President- Illinois  

Region 5 

Cathy Enfield, Secretary- Missouri 

Region 4 

Victor Robinson, Treasurer-  

District of Columbia 

Region 7 

Ricky Broussard, Sergeant/Armsð 

Region 8 

Texas 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Region 1 

Gayle Gardner- Oregon 

Jim Mc Namara- Washington 

 

Region 2 

Monica Cooper- Arizona 

Ryan Duncanwood- California  

 

Region 3 

Bryon Murray- Utah 

Vicki Wrayñ Colorado 

 

Region 4 

Bill Story- Kansas 

 

Region 5 

Carol Robinson-Minnesota 

 

Region 6 

Bernard Baker- Georgia 

Jeff Ridgewayð Alabama 

 

Region 7 

Hope Finley-New Jersey 

 

Region 8 

Maxwell Barrows- Vermont 

 

Region 9 

Nancy Ward-Oklahoma 

President Chester Finn with board members   
Nancy Ward and Tia Nelis  

SELF-ADVOCACY NATION  
BY SELF ADVOCATES BECOMING  EMPOWERED 

    SABE News for Fall/Winter 2009 



By Nancy Ward,  

 

TheDesk.info is 
designed for people 
who have disabilities, 
and for their friends 
and families.  It gives 
you basic 
information about 
Medicaid in your 
state to help you ask 
questions and create 
good plans for 
yourself.  It tells you 
about your state 
Medicaid Plan and 
any waivers in your 
state that help 
people with 
disabilities.  It helps 
answer these 
questions: 

 

Who is eligible for 
Medicaid and for 
each waiver 
program? 

 

What services go 
with each waiver 
program? 

 

Medicaid is like 
health insurance, but 
it is paid for by the 
government ð by 

peopleõs taxes.  It is 
meant to provide basic 
health care for many 
people who cannot 
afford to pay for it.  
Medicaid also provides 
some other kinds of  
support to people with 
disabilities by using 
òwaiversó.  

  

At TheDesk, our motto 
is òNothing about us 
without usó.  TheDesk 
team includes people 
with and without 
disabilities working 
together.  The people 
who you can see on the 
website explaining 
Medicaid services are 
people with disabilities.  
Most of  them are 
members of  People 
First chapters and Self-
Advocates Becoming 
Empowered.  We 
believe that information 
is power.  Because of  
this, we build our 
website so that people 
can use it themselves, 
independently or with 
assistance. 

We try to make the site 
accessible in many 
different ways: We make 

the language easy to 
read. We define 
unusual or technical 
words. We use 
pictures and voices. 
We make the site easy 
to get around. 

We offer large font  
for people who need 
it. We also offer 
Webinars to teach 
people how to use the 
site. 

 

Please visit 
TheDesk.info 
and then tell us 
what you think.  
You can email me 
at 
nward@thedesk. 
info with your 
comments and 
questions, or if  
you need help 
using our 
website. 

Page 2 

T H E  M E D I C A I D  R E F E R E N C E  D E S K:  
A  W E B S I T E  A B O U T  M E D I C A I D  F O R  S E L F -

A D V O C A T E S  A N D  T H E I R  F R I E N D S  A N D  FA M I L I E S  

The SABE newsletter 

helps you learn about 

important information 

such as Medicaid!  

 

mailto:nward@thedesk.info
mailto:nward@thedesk.info


Sel f  Advocacy Nat ion 

The 2008 SABE conference 
in  Indianapolis was  a huge 
success.  Over 1000 self-
advocates attended and 
President Obama addressed 
the audience by video and 
sent his representative 
Kareem Dale.   

 

Be sure to come the SABE 
conference in 2010 in 
Kansas City September 16th-19th.     

 

The Theme of  the 2010 conference in Kansas City will The Theme of  the 2010 conference in Kansas City will The Theme of  the 2010 conference in Kansas City will 
be about Jazz! be about Jazz! be about Jazz!    

 

Check www.SABEUSA.org  

often  to learn about updates and exciting speakers and 
activities. 
   

Page 3 

SABE CONFERENCES  PAST AND  FUTURE :  
I NDIANAPOLIS  IN  2008 AND  KANSAS CITY  2010 

President Obama addresses over 1000 self-

advocates by video at the SABE 2008 confer-

ence in Indianapolis.  



  

1. Alabama 

2. Alaska 

3. Arkansas 

4. Connecticut 

5. Indiana 

6. Louisiana  

7. Maine 

8. Maryland 

9. Massachusetts 

10.Minnesota 

11.New York 

12.New Hampshire 

13.North Carolina 

14.Ohio 

15.Oklahoma 

16.Oregon 

17. Pennsylvania 

18.South Dakota 

19.Vermont 

20.Wyoming 

21.Washington 

22.Washington DC 

23.Utah  

 

 

 
 

 

1. Kentucky 

2. New York 

3. Tennessee 
 

How did your state 

change their agencyõs 

name???  Let us know 

at: 

sabenation@gmail.com  

 

 

BREAKING NEWS!! 

Oregon is the FIRST 

state with NO ICF/MR 

facilities in their state 

and NO Oregon  

residents in ICF/MR 

facilities out of state!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Alaska 

2. DC 

3. Hawaii 

4. Indiana 

5. Maine 

6. New Hampshire 

7. New Mexico 

8. Rhode Island 

9. Vermont 

10. West Virginia   

11.Oregon 

 

Letõs make it all 50 

states!!!  Educate 

your legislators and 

policymakers 

about why  

institutions need to 

be closed and  

people  

BELONG IN THE 

COMMUNITY! 
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Current  list of 

states that have 

passed respectful 

language bills: 

We are making progress 

but we need the rest of  

the states to pass this 

legislation and close their 

institutions!   

If  your state is doing 

advocacy to close 

institutions or pass 

respectful language bills, 

please let SABE know 

at 

sabenation@gmail.com 

 

Current  list of states that 

still have  NOT changed the 

name of the state agency 

from the òRó word 

Current states 

with no 

institutions 

What is happening in the states with respectful language,  

getting rid of the òRó word and closing institutions? 



Sel f  Advocacy Nat ion 

Ben Borroel:Ben Borroel:Ben Borroel:   

Ben passed away from a tragic car accident in 2008.  Ben lived in Colorado Springs, 
CO but traveled all over the country to advocate for people with disabilities.  Ben 
was proud to be a person with epilepsy and a developmental disability all his life.  Re-
gardless of  the hardships in his life, he bore them always with an unwavering smile. 
Above all, Ben was a people person and made friends with everyone he encountered 

and had a talent for conversation.  Ben was very involved with SABE (Self  Advocates Becom-
ing Empowered), and he traveled the country speaking on behalf  of  other self-advocates and 
their rights. Ben was also a proud volunteer at Community Hospital in Grand Junction. He will 
be sorely missed by his family and friends.    

Elbert Johns: Elbert Johns: Elbert Johns:    

People with disabilities lost a strong advocate on July 14 with the untimely passing 
of  Elbert Johns. Elbert was the Executive Director for The Arc of  Stanly County in 
Albemarle, North Carolina and he had also worked in a state institution in Georgia.   
In 1999, Elbert put his vision of  helping people with developmental disabilities and 
their families become consumers instead of  recipients into action when he founded 

TheArcLink, Inc. The joint non-profit venture with The Arc created the first web site to pro-
vide customized, specific information on the various sources of  assistance available to individu-
als with disabilities and their families on a state-by-state basis as well as information on almost 
30,000 providers. In 2007, TheArcLink launched the FindFamily Registry, an online database 
that matches families with their missing family members with a disability.  Elbert Johns was a 
true champion for the rights of  those with disabilities and their families.  He will be greatly 
missed.    

Daniel Moran:Daniel Moran:Daniel Moran:   

Dan Moran spent his lifetime advocating for the rights of  others. He worked for the 
empowerment of  persons with disabilities until the day he passed away while attend-
ing a 2008 Recipient Rights conference in Dearborn. His bright and bold leadership 
will be missed by many far and wide.  With Dan's leadership, Michigan Partners for 
Freedom (MPF) was founded in 2004 at a Center for Self- Determination confer-
ence. Putting plans to action, Dan embraced the charge of  enhancing self-

determination in Michigan and worked diligently for the rights of  others as a 

MPF Local Leader. Dan was a respected trainer at Recipient Rights Department at Oakland 
County Community Mental Health Authority. He headed the Michigan Self-Advocacy Network 
for many years and served as the Regional representative for the national organization, Self- 
Advocates Becoming Empowered (SABE).  Dan often enthusiastically exclaimed to advocates 
òYou have the power to change your life.ó He sought to empower others.  (Reprinted from 
the Arc of Michiganõs Newsletter January 2009)   
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I N  L OVING  MEMORY  OF  SELF -ADVOCATE  
LEADERS  AND  D EAR  FRIENDS  



   

WE ARE TRYING TO FIND OUT ABOUT PEOPLES EXPERIENCES IN 

WORKSHOP AND HOW WE CAN HELP CHANGE POLICY AND GET 
PEOPLE BETTER JOB.  

 

2. How many sheltered workshops are in your state? How many 
people attend these places.  

 
3. What is the average paycheck that people receive per week?  

 
 

 

Name: 
 

Self Advocacy Organization 
 

Address: 
 

  

City/Town: 
 

State:  

ZIP/Postal Code: 
 

Country: 
 

Email Address: 
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SELF ADVOCATES BECOMING      
EMPOWERED SPEAKS OUT ON        

SHELTERED WORKSHOPS  

Sheltered Workshops Survey:  You can print out this page and send it to SABE 

at P.O. Box 30142 Kansas City, MO 64112   

or go to this link and do it on a computer:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/

s.aspx?sm=EgUpKtcG10RXBWgRsbfJdQ_3d_3d 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=EgUpKtcG10RXBWgRsbfJdQ_3d_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=EgUpKtcG10RXBWgRsbfJdQ_3d_3d
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4. How do people get paid by the hour in workshops?  

 
5. What type of jobs do people have in the workshops?  

 

6. What type of job training do people receive at the workshop?  

 

7. How do people get into workshops?  

 
8. Has your state passed any laws about workshops? if so please 
describe.  

 

9. What are your ideas about alternatives to workshops?  

 

What are your ideas about alternatives to workshops?  

10. Please tell us about successes in employment in the disability 
rights area and any other areas.  

 

By the hour 

Piece rate 

Profit sharing 

Other 

Family chose the workshop 

Referred by Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors or case managers or other professionals 

Individual chose to go to the workshop 
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SABE PRESIDENT  CHESTER  F INN   

ATTENDS  ADA E VENT  WITH  PRESIDENT  


